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MISSION
To engage and empower 
young people through 
collaborative and 
sustainable work with 
communities, to create 
understanding and bring 
about positive change. 

VALUES
Respect
Equality
Opportunity
Integrity
Quality
Accountability

VISION
An international community 
that celebrates its diversity, 
lives sustainably, and values 
the role of youth in society. 
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CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT
Congratulations everyone on another great year for Youth Challenge 
Australia. A year in which we have continued to rede! ne the nature of our 
work and expand our horizons. As extraordinary as these developments 
have been, however, our attention has not been entirely dominated by ̀ what 
we do'.  Signi! cantly, it has also been a year in which we have invested in the 
equally important examination of ̀ who we are'. Whilst of course there is no 
de! nitive answer to this question, and a vibrant organisation like YCA will 
always be rede! ning and renewing itself, I believe some core dimensions of 
our identity are apparent.

Fundamentally for me, YCA continues to be de! ned by its people; its 
volunteers, sta"  and supporters. We are ! rst and foremost a community. 
A community brought together by united purpose and shared values, by 
common goals and collaboration. It is my hope that the coming year will 
see us continue to build and nurture this community. It is ultimately the 
source of our growth, our innovation and our future. It is indeed `who we 
are'.

It has been a joy and a privilege to share the journey of this last year with 
you and it is an inspiration to re# ect on the hard work and dedication that 
has made it possible. I thank you most sincerely.

SIMON KENNEDY

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR'S  
REPORT
YCA has been responding to the needs of communities as well as the 
strengths of young Australian volunteers, through programs that engage 
in an innovative manner. Given the climate around issues a" ecting our 
indigenous people, it is interesting to note that our volunteer programs in 
this area have been the most dynamic this year. YCA has delivered relevant 
and appropriate programs which face growing demand each year. Our 
approach of partnering with local organisations supports sustainability in a 
challenging environment. Our program in participatory democracy in India 
has got o"  to a promising start. The sta"  and volunteers continue to give 
their best to our mission - vital to the enduring spirit of our work. YCA is 
now a signatory to the ACFID Code of Conduct, and continues to build the 
organisation's foundation through investment in our people, systems and 
processes.

INDU BALACHANDRAN
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OUR 
BACKYARD
YCA's program in Central 
Australia continues to run 
successfully and is now 
generating a strong source of 
interest from youth Australia 
wide. Over the past year, YCA has 
focused on improving the quality 
of the projects on o! er in Central 
Australia. This has directly 
encouraged the volunteer 
program in Kintore to grow and 
have strong positive impacts 
within the community. YCA 
volunteers are currently in high 
demand and strong relationships 
with community partners 
continue to be strengthened 
throughout Central Australia.

OUR WORLD
The international Youth Challenge 
family has gathered together in 
Sydney this year for the alliance 
partners meeting. It was an 
amazing opportunity to share 
objectives and mission, strategies 
to strengthen the alliance and 
develop common projects. All 
our international partners have 
expanded their activities with a 
focus in Africa for Youth Challenge 
Canada,   Reto Juvenil Internacional 
(Costa Rica) is now working in 
Panama and Youth Challenge 
Guyana is emphasising their 
project on Women and Gender 
Development.

VANUATU
The volunteer program in Vanuatu 
has enjoyed a successful year. 
Over 30 Ni-Vanuatu volunteers 
completed their leadership 
program and several are now 
undertaking professional internship 

courses with the potential to lead to 
ongoing employment. International 
volunteer groups were involved in 
challenging yet rewarding projects 
throughout the islands of Vanuatu. 
Speci" c projects have included 
running Youth Action Summits 
with community members on the 
island of Emae and building an 
Aid post on the island of Epi. Youth 
Challenge Vanuatu continues to 
grow steadily and is supported by 
an exceptional team based in Port 
Vila.

CENTRAL AMERICA
Community projects in Costa 
Rica focused on construction 
of aqueducts and septic tanks; 
environmental protection and 
conservation; organising youth 
and women's action conferences; 
and providing English language 
tutoring. Our volunteers in 
Guatemala were involved in 
implementing ecotourism projects 
in high altitude rainforests; 

HIGHLIGHTS
2006 # 2007
OUR BACKYARD: new 
programs in Kintore and 
Alice Springs in Central 
Australia and a potential 
program in Arnhem Land.

OUR WORLD: a successful 
pilot project in India.

OUR PEOPLE: 2007 
International Alliance 
Meeting held in Sydney.

OUR OFFICE: new sta!  
members including a 
new Executive Director. 
Expansion of our o$  ce 
with two additional rooms.
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TOP LEFT (CLOCKWISE):
Cross-cultural exchange through 
cricket (Guyana),  Youth Health 
Workshop (Vanuatu),  
Construction (Guatemala),  Tutoring 
in Kintore (Central Australia)

developing environmental 
education workshops; and repairing 
and maintaining community 
infrastructure.

SOUTH AMERICA
Volunteers in Guyana were 
involved in projects on raising 
HIV/AIDS awareness amongst 
local youth; capacity building of 
local communities; facilitating 
workshops on health and social 
issues; and adult and youth literacy. 
The HIV/AIDS education initiatives 
of Youth Challenge Guyana are 
highly recognised throughout the 
country.
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VOLUNTEER PARTICIPATION SUMMARY FOR 2006!07
COUNTRY VANUATU COSTA RICA GUATEMALA GUYANA AUSTRALIA TOTAL

Aust. Local Aust. Local Aust. Local Aust. Local Aust.

CHALLENGERS 28 30 52 3 6 0 15 6 14 115

GROUP LEADERS 5 7 5 7 1 1 0 5 4 15

OUR PEOPLE
The YCA community has proved its high dynamism and commitment this 
year. Returned volunteers have created State Teams in Victoria, Western 
Australia, New South Wales and Queensland. The state coordinators and 
state teams have successfully organised orientation days, workshop 
weekends and social events, giving YCA extraordinary local support.  
The 4th Challenge consisting of " fty hours of community work has 
been consolidated by creating new partnerships with community based 
organisations. 

YCA is proud to see the success of projects initiated by returned volunteers 
such as the Hiwelo Fund, a high school scholarship program for students 
in Vanuatu.

OUR OFFICE
Not only has YCA been growing in terms of the diversity of projects 
and number of partners, our o#  ce space itself has expanded this 
year. The University of Technology, Sydney has allocated two more 
rooms with a meeting space providing a better working environment. 
Volunteers and interns have been working hand in hand with the 
sta$  in creating YCA Facebook and MySpace pages, developing our 
website and consolidating our partnership with ActNow. Our projects 
have been redesigned with updated guides, speci" c training and 
stronger in-country monitoring. More emphasis has been placed on 
the promotion of YCA, with the support of new brochures and posters. 
Throughout the year, the sta$  members with our local partners, have 
been committed to providing ongoing support for volunteers both in 
Australia and on project.
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OUR SUSTAINABILITY
In 2006-07 YCA has invested in sta!  and new programs and achieved 
" nancial stability. This is due to the high number of challengers as well as 
Youth Challenge Vanuatu's new partnership with Oxfam, providing long 
term security. YCA has also diversi" ed its sources of revenue, through 
government funding for the Central Australian programs.
   

 2006#07  2005#06

 YCA INCOME $426,000  $459,000

 YCA EXPENSES $416,000  $375,000

YCA Financial Reports are audited by Accru Felsers. The full report is available on our 

website.
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AUSTRALIA
Sebastien Brignano Executive Director 
(incoming)
Indu Balachandran Executive Director (outgoing)

James Schell Youth Program 
Manager± Paci" c

Michelle Lee Youth Program 
Manager± Americas

Kristen McDonald Youth Program Coordinator

Ben Howell Medical Coordinator

VANUATU
Terry Robb Program Director

Benneth Ngwele  Youth Program Manager

Joel Albert Project Manager

Morsen Daniels Logistics and Finance 
Coordinator

Yael Sakker Administration and Technology 
Advisor

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Simon Kennedy Chair 

Shiona Watson Director/ Vice Chair

Adam Hanley Director / Treasurer

Tania Black Director/ Secretary 

Martin Hanlon Director 

Iain MacKinnon Director

Dave MacGregor Director

Edmund Harvey Director (outgoing)

Katherine Lustig Director (outgoing)

Stephen Wearing Director (outgoing) 

Kate Brettell Director (outgoing) 

 

PARTNER
ORGANISATIONS
Australian Volunteers International

Reto Juvenil Internacional

Youth Challenge Guyana

Youth Challenge International (Canada)

University of Technology, Sydney

Encompass Credit Union

Walungurru Council

Walungurru School

Yirara College

ANZAC Hill High School

GAP Youth Centre

STAFF, BOARD & PARTNERS
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c/o University of Technology, 
Sydney, PO Box 222, Eton Rd, 
Lind! eld NSW 2070
yca@uts.edu.au
www.youthchallenge.org.au
ABN 55 053 902 640

YOUTH
CHALLENGE 
AUSTRALIA

2006 " 2007 
VOLUNTEER ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
YCA acknowledges the volunteers 
who have supported the organisation 
and our mission this year. Their 
stewardship of YCA and enthusiasm 
for our work remains the lifeblood of 
our organisation and community. 
   
COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS
Allana Bartels, Anne Harrison,
Carolyn Blomley, David Hawkins, 
Kieran Thomas, Rebecca Zhang, 
Louise Zimmerman, Martin Drew, 
Katherine Lustig, Jordan Shank.

VOLUNTEER STATE 
COORDINATORS
Tristan Ellett (VIC), Chloe Smith (VIC),
Elsie Mann (SA), Amanda Lipman (SA), 
Tim Jasson (SA), Andrew Welling (ACT), 
Fleur Tozer (ACT), Claire Stacey (WA), 
Kate Walawski (WA), Kylie Toon (WA)  
Stephanie Treharne (QLD).

PRO"BONO SERVICES
Allens Arthur Robinson, 
Amory Catering, CAYLUS, 
Corporate Interactive

SUPPORTING YCA IN A 
MILLION WAYS
Adam Wood,, Ambre Hudson, 
Amy Jones, Andy Welling, Angela 
Cochrane, Ben Gwilliam, Bernadette 
O'Conell, Cameron McLennan, Cecelia 
Klein, Charlotte Roberts, Charmaine 
Roberts, Chloe Evans, Danielle Deidun, 
Dominique James, Emily Flett, Emma 
Peyton, Erin Kite, Felicity Jackson, 
Heather Coull, Irving Taylor, Jack 
McNaught, James Le Compte, Jane 
Hodge, Janine McFarlane, Jeanette 
Pastor, Jeni Flavell, Jessica Delahay, 
Jitske Wildschut, Jo Langkamp, John 
Southalan, Julia Curran, Kate Brettell, 
Katie Dick, Komal Ram, Leah Chan, Lisa 
Ramsland, Liz Nade, Louise Pollard, 
Louise Vella, Maree Wolfe, Mark 
Kay, Mary Weir, Mel Jewell, Melinda 
Fajerman, Melissa Matthews, Melissa 
Williams, Michelle Geber, Morgan 
Brigg, Nicholas Greatrex, Nick Agnew, 
Nik Szafraniec, Peter Steiner,  Philippa 
O'Shea, Pip O'Shea, Rachel Kearns, 
Sharon Wilson, Shona Whitton, 

Stephanie Beckworth, Stephanie 
Davies, Terri-Lee Brown, Therese 
Hogan, Ti# any Renshaw, Tim Harrison, 
Tom Holyoake, Wendy McLellan, Will 
Durack, William Acworth, Stephen 
Wearing.


